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 Today is a very special day!  This is the wedding day of two amazing young people who 
were meant to be together.  Two very special members in a circle of friends, a circle of lives 
that are intertwined and bonded together by an amazing thing called friendship. 
 We felt very privileged to be included in this beautiful celebration.  We met these kids 
long ago when they were in high school and college.  They were independent then… 
individuals in the pool of friends that grew as time went on.  Their hearts were never too small 
to reach out to newcomers as their horizons expanded.  Their hearts were never so small that 
they had to let go of friends who had gone far away to other places.  The warmth of these 
friendships will always glow, and no one will ever be permanently released. 
 Nate and Jenna have parents and grandparents who provided what their kids needed… 
love and guidance and acceptance.  As the groom and his bride led the parade away from the 
altar, he looked over his shoulder and caught his dad’s eye.  His dad yelled out, “Nate, I love 
you, son.”  Those words will ring in Nate’s heart for eternity. 
 These two families hold a magic that allows newcomers to immediately feel at ease as if 
they had always known them.  Newcomers are welcomed and accepted by their elders because 
they mean something special to their children.  They are loved and trusted to bring only good 
things with them, because they are important to their children and they want to include them 
in their circle of friends…the inner circle of their lives. 
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 The bride shed tears when the groom recited his vows.  Vows spoken from his heart as 
he promised to love and cherish her for always and forever.  She responded that she would be 
faithful and looked forward to growing old with him.  Hers were the joyful tears of a hopeful 
tomorrow. 
 Their friends shed tears because of the excitement of the moment and the promise of a 
bright future.  Forgetting the disappointments of yesterday, they face tomorrow with the 
expectation that everything will turn out “right.”  Theirs were the tears of today’s happiness 
shared with a friend. 
 A mom shed tears of thankfulness.  Her oldest child, her first daughter, is taking a new 
name.  A name which will guide her away to a new place, but a name that will never try to 
steal her daughter away from her heart.  This mom has two daughters who love and adore 
each other.  They are sisters and friends forever.  This mom’s tears were not the tears of loss, 
but joyful tears that come with knowing something beautiful has happened in her daughter’s 
life, and she is thankful.  She is thankful for the man who has promised to cherish and care for 
her daughter for as long as they live. 
 Another mom shed a tear of happiness because her son had found “just the right girl” 
to make a new life with, expanding her family to a new level.  Ahhh…her family.  A daughter, 
their oldest child, married to a handsome loving man, now with three children, a picture 
perfect chapter in her life.  A son, their middle child, their oldest boy, is getting married today!  
And one more son still at home.  These are parents who have opened their arms to love and 
support the lovely newcomer who is joining their growing family.  This mother’s tears are 
those that result from knowing you’ve been given the gift of a daughter-in-law who will adore 



your son and be his companion and biggest cheerleader for the rest of their lives together.  
These are tears of happiness from a mother’s heart. 
 A grandmother shed a tear because Grandpa was not with them today.  She has seen 
many years pass by since her husband departed, and his granddaughter only knew him by the 
stories Grandma told of their life together, a life which ended much too soon.  But he is here 
today in spirit and the bride carries his picture in a locket that was a gift to his own bride many 
years ago.  These are the bittersweet tears of yesterday’s sorrow mixed with the blessings of 
today as she participates in her lovely granddaughter’s beautiful wedding day…a reminder of 
her own happy marriage. 
 Amidst all the celebration, however, a different type of tears are shed.  Someone is 
missing.  No one really needed to say it, but everyone sensed his absence.  Yet, it was as if he 
was here!  They could feel his presence among them even though they couldn’t see him.  Years 
earlier before they had met, he welcomed today’s bride and groom into his circle of friends and 
saw the beginning of their future together, even though he didn’t know what the future held.  
He was the one who played cupid, even though he hadn’t meant to.  He was a friend loved by 
all.  Even those who have never met him love him, because he is still part of the circle of 
friends which continues to grow without him.  To Zack they raised their glasses and shed tears 
of mourning…but not for long.  This wasn’t to be a day of mourning…it was meant for 
jubilation!  Zack’s dad, the preacher, wisely said, “Now, let’s celebrate this couple!  And let the 
dancing begin!” 
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 Months ago I received a delightful text message… “Do you think Ron would consider 
doing our wedding?”  Then another… “Save the date, May 22, 2010…our wedding day!”  
Then another on June 2, 2009, “I’m giving Jenna her ring today.”  Those messages, though 
short, held deep meaning for the sender as well as the receiver.  Those messages were from 
Nate who honored us because we were his friend’s parents.  Jenna received her engagement 
ring on Zack’s 25th birthday, a tribute to their friend.   
 More than just a preacher, Ron was their counselor and there were sessions of 
preparation for their new life ahead.  They took his words of wisdom seriously and learned 
about communication, honesty, dedication and God.  The time spent with this couple was a 
very small investment in their lives, but God’s words and grace will continue to grow beyond 
the thoughts that were shared during those brief meetings.  God’s love will keep on growing in 
their hearts to add to the glue that will hold this young couple together for years to come.  
 We are truly honored beyond words to be involved in such a sacred and personal 
experience.  Our prayer for these young people is that their love will never stop growing, 
continuing to build on the solid foundation that their parents gave to them, and strengthening 
their commitment to a long and satisfying life together. 
 When the parents were seated and the procession started, the attendants entered two by 
two.  But wait…there at the end…the number is uneven!  Did the bride want to include eleven 
friends and the groom only ten? Or was someone unable to make it at the last minute?  Who is 
missing?  Yes, someone is missing, and nobody can take his place.  There is comfort in the 
realization that the bride and groom didn’t try to fill his shoes with somebody else’s feet just to 
keep the lines even.  Being uneven is OK.  They left his spot open, because a friend is someone 
whose presence you can feel, even though you can’t see them.  And Zack was here in spirit, 
celebrating along with the rest of us!   
 As the bride and groom stood in front of the witnesses on the day when rings were 
exchanged and the knot was tied, it was as if Zack was there, too, looking over his dad’s 
shoulder with a huge smile on his face saying… “Right on!  I’m here to dance at your 
wedding!”    



Moving ForwMoving ForwMoving ForwMoving Forwardardardard    
 
 Many people say, “Life happens…we have to move on!”  Moving on speaks of leaving 
something behind.  On the other hand, there’s “moving forward.” 
 Moving forward speaks of taking life a day at a time, building on the experiences we’ve 
gone through, strengthening those connections with people in our past, and figuring out how 
we’ll get through today and be better off for it when we close our eyes tonight.  Moving 
forward means expecting a bright tomorrow instead of dwelling on the sadness of yesterday.  
Moving forward means we aren’t stuck, we will accept change and grow even though it’s 
hard.  Moving forward means we will reach out to others who will move forward with us and 
add them to our circle of friends, because we know that we can’t do it alone.  Moving forward 
means opening a new chapter in our life, hoping that the ending will be happy, and being 
willing to work hard to make that hope a reality.   
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 Today was a very special day!  It was the day everyone took a step forward, and we 
were honored to be part of this experience.  We are privileged to be included in this ever 
expanding circle of friends.  Nate and Jenna were confident we would be there for them on 
their wedding day, just as we will be here for them in the future…and that’s what friends are 
for. 
 
 

 
 

Penned from the heart of Chris Harder 
in honor of Nate & Jenna and  

their circle of friends that continues to grow. 
 

Dedicated to Zack who is my inspiration 
 and a friend to many more than we can count. 


